472632:  Understanding & Teaching for Creativity
Objectives
On subject completion you should be able to

· understand,  critically analyse and evaluate contemporary theories of creativity across the life span

· identify the psychological processes involved in creativity, developmental trends in creativity and its domain-specific base,  understand the links between creativity and personality

· identify the conditions necessary for fostering creative thinking and learning

· develop and evaluate procedures for assessing both creative potential and the level of creativity of out comes and for monitoring the gradual emergence of creative products and processes

· identify strategies for fostering creative thinking in curriculum implementation and pedagogy practice

· evaluate the effectiveness of assessment procedures and education programmes intended  to foster creativity in students. 

This subject encompasses the following generic skills:  On completion of this subject you should be able to 

•
critically analyse contemporary theories of creativity and approaches to its assessment.

•
develop a problem solving approach to the fostering of creativity

•
develop skills in communicating aspects of creativity to teachers,  parents and students.

•
use the topics of creativity developed in lectures to implement effective intervention and instructional procedures and to plan a schedule for implementing creativity programs.

•
work in a team with other professionals working in a range of contexts to analyse instructional and management procedures,  assessment and education programmes in relation to creativity and.

•
display positive attitudes to understanding and fostering creativity   in educational and other contexts.

Description :    This subject examines the process of  creativity and its implications for teaching and curriculum.  Topics  covered include :   Models of creativity   (componential and stage models); the psychological characteristics that promote creative productive achievement;    the relationship between  creativity and traditional intelligence;   the conditions most likely to lead to creativity;   the types of thinking that lead to creative outcomes;   teaching for creativity,   creative problem solving,  pedagogical implications and classroom application;   measuring creativity;  innovation. 

Topics and reading materials 

Pre topic 1:     Read information at the web site at  http://www.ncaction.org.uk/creativity/index.htm and particularly the sections

· What is creativity?

· Why is creativity so important?

· How can teachers promote creativity?

· How can heads and managers promote creativity?

· Creativity in action examples

1.
The creative process: Being creative

· What is creativity?

· What do you do to be creative?

· What does a creative outcome look like?

· Examples of creative thinking.
· What happens to produce a creative outcome

· What does creative thinking do? Unpacking creative thinking

· To what extent does classroom practice usually teach creativity?

· What is the relationship between teaching creativity and cultural factors and issues?

· What creative people say about being creative.

· How can we research what people do to be creative?

· Theories of how creative outcomes are developed

· Thinking about creativity

Reference: UTC  Introducing creativity 

2. The componential theories of creativity

· Amabile’s componential theory of creativity

· The Urban componential model of creativity.

· Values of the model: it can be used to

· What would each component actually look like in teaching?

· Education for creativity

Reference: UTC the components of cre.pdf
3.
The Stage Models of Creativity

· Wallas’ stages model

· Cropley’s stages model

· Creative problem solving

· The CPS process: pedagogical implications and classroom application

· Problem Identification

· Problem Delineation

· Information Gathering
· Idea Generation

· Idea Evaluation and Refinement

· Idea Implementation

Reference: UTC stage models of creativ.pdf
3. How individuals decide how to use what they know

Reference: UTC Sternberg  creativ

4. Personality and motivational theories of creativity

· Personality and motivational theories of creative achievement

· Characteristics of Creative Producers

· The Primacy of Motivation in Creativity).

· Motivational Controls for Self-Regulating the Motivated Mind
Reference: UTC personality and creativ.pdf
Pre topic 5.    Read the comments made by students in response to the question: Can creativity ever be explained?  
http://www.ephilosopher.com/phpBB_14-action-viewtopic-topic-3174-start-105.html
5. Thinking skills models of creativity 
· Planning is a key aspect of creativity 

· Creative thinking actions
· Creative thinking in science 
Reference: UTC thinking skills for cre.pdf

6. The conditions most likely to lead to creativity
Reference: UTC creativity tasks.pdf

Pre topic 7.    Read the comments made by students in response to the question: Can creativity ever be explained? 
http://www.ephilosopher.com/phpBB_14-action-viewtopic-topic-3174-start-105.html 
7. The creativity process : What happens to the knowledge?

· A microscopic on what you know

· What happens to produce a creative outcome

· Creativity and Intuition

Reference: UTC creativity process.pdf

8. General Development of creativity in childhood

· The gradual development of creativity has been neglected

· Development of creativity in infants

· Creativity development in the early years of formal education

· Creativity developmental beyond the early years of formal education.

· Family conditions and development of creativity

· Creativity developmental during the adult years.

Reference: development of creativ.pdf

9.
Identifying and measuring creativity

· Some issues that relate to the assessment of creativity?

· Why assess or measure an individual’s creativity

· When you are assessing creativity, what do you measure?

· In order to assess creativity, what outcomes or processes do you use?

· How can you judge creativity in different subject or domain areas

· Reviewing creativity assessment scales.

· Assessing creative outcomes or products

· What do creativity tests measure?

· The Creative Process

· The Creative Person

· Overview of creativity assessment procedures

Reference: UTC Assessing  creativity.pdf

Pre topic 10.    Read Jason Berger’s ideas about teaching for  creativity  in  Brainstorming: We Can Teach "Creativity" at 
http://lamar.colostate.edu/~aejmcpr/28berger.htm
10. 
Teaching for creativity

· Evidence for and against the effectiveness of teaching for creativity. Does creativity generalize?
· Applying  the componential and stages models of creativity to teaching

· Fostering intuitive thinking in our teaching

· The conceptions of knowledge that encourage creative thinking

· Building creativity into topics we teach
· Constraints to the creative process, overcoming blocks to creativity
· Creative thinking techniques
· What do organizations do to be considered creative? Application of creativity to work
· Innovations and creations, inventions and improvisation and creativity
· Ethics and Creativity
Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites.

Assessment

A 4,000 word assignment reviewing a particular issue in creativity and identifying implications for practice. 

Prescribed text

There is not prescribed text for this course.  The following are useful texts for aspects of the course.

Ambrose D Cohen.,   L .M.  Tannenaum A.J. (Ed O Creative intelligence  Towards theoretic integration.  Cresskill,  NJ : Hampton.

Davis, G. A. (1998). Creativity is forever (4th ed.). Dubuque, IA: Kendall/Hunt 

Mayesky, M.  (2003). How to foster creativity in all children.  Clifton Park, NY : Thomson/Delmar Learning.

Mason, J. H. (2003).   The value of creativity : the origins and emergence of a modern belief.  Burlington, VT : Ashgate.

Tusa,  J. (Ed.)  (2003). On creativity : interviews exploring the process.
London : Methuen.

Sawyer,  R. K.  (2003).  Creativity and development.  Oxford U Pr, N Y 

Wyse, D. & Jones, R. (2003).  Creativity in the primary curriculum.   London : David Fulton.

Fasko,  D. (Ed.) (2003).  Critical thinking and reasoning : current research, theory, and practice.
Cresskill, N.J. : Hampton Press.

Staff :  Dr. John Munro,   Dept. of Learning & Educational Development

Faculty of Education,   G29  234  Queensberry St   Carlton,   phone :  61 - 3 - 8344 0953.

Assessment: A critical examination (review and analysis, approx 4, 000 words) of a key aspect in the study of creativity and its implications for education.   

This essay will be assessed using the following criteria:  

(1)
the extensiveness and appropriateness of the review;   with your essay you need to submit five articles more recent than January 1996 that substantially deal with your topic.    Where possible show how you have accessed the Internet

(2)
your analysis of the topic;  the extent to which you have 

•
identified key ideas,  causal relationships and explanations,  

•
raised novel questions,  

•
looked at the issue from  different perspectives,   

•
made novel connections with related ideas,  combined ideas in a novel way

•
noted likely future directions

(3)
the extent to which you have identified practical implications for teaching creativity.

(4)
your presentation of the topic;  your organization of ideas,  coherence and fluency,  the extent to which you have demonstrated acceptable presentation.   All references used should be cited correctly in a Reference section. 

Topics of essays in 2004 included

· Metacognitive Motivation and Musical Creativity

· Urban’s Componential model of Creativity and the implications for educational practice.
· Developing creativity in English Primary Schools.

· Creativity and the Curriculum: a time for change?

· The importance of allowing and teaching for creativity in jazz education

· Fostering creative thinking in the planning of creative education for children.

· Assessing creativity amongst mainstream students and linguistically and diverse students.

· An Understanding of Teaching for Creativity: Fostering Creativity in Gifted Learners at Preschool.

The 5 main articles used need to be submitted with your presentation.

Date due for 10 November,  2006. 

