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Teaching students in years 3 and 4 to use synonyms and read on to search for 

contextual clues will increase vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension.  
 

Teaching Sessions 1-10 
 
 
 
LESSON 1 

TASK  TIME 

Introduction and 
clarify terms 

Explain to students what they are going to be 
doing at these sessions. They will be working 
out meanings of words by using synonyms or 
surrounding information. Clarify what a 
synonym is. We are going to make a list of 
Synonyms that we will build on at each lesson. 

5min 

Shared Reading of 
Text 

Read the text to students as a shared reading 5min 

Reread text Reread the text and choose 3 sentences with 
words that have been targeted and identify these 
words. Ask students: 
“ How could I work out what the word means ? 
Teacher models reading on and thinking about 
the meaning. What picture have I got in my 
mind( visualisation) 
“ This is what I do . I read on… I listen to what 
I am reading,I have a picture in my head and 
then I think of a word that might make sense.,.” 
Then I go back and reread to check that it 
makes sense. 
Teacher lists possible words for each sentence. 
Ask for suggestions from students. Add to list 
 Model this for each sentence this for each 
sentence. 
 

15min 

Oral Cloze activity Using sentence from text, omit one word. This 
is a high redundancy sentence.  Practice with 
students  reading on and looking for clues. 
Make suggestions about what words might 
make sense. List words. Revisit text to find out 
what the actual word was used. Discuss which 
words listed have the same meanings- put these 
on our synonym list  

10 min 

Reflection Ask the students what they have learnt today. 
Students articulate how they work out meanings  
“As I read , I am going to…….” 

5 min 
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LESSON 2 &3 

TASK  TIME 

Revise Have flashcards of words from last session . 
read and explain what they mean. 
Revise what students will do to work out 
meanings “ I will……. 

5min 

Book Introduction Read high redundancy text at instructional 
level. 
Make predictions about the text from the title 
and front cover. Introduce some new words that 
they might come across in the book. 
List these on Synonym chart 

5min 

Text reading  
Read the Big Book together 

5 min 

Building synonyms 
and meanings  

Go back to text and locate targeted words. 
Firstly teacher revists the model: reading on and 
thinking about the meaning. What picture have 
I got in my mind( visualisation), what word 
would make sense? 
Students would practise this as a group. Who 
came up with the best response. 
Then students individually identify targeted 
words and possible  synonym while guiding 
them to practise-“ reading on, listening to what 
they are reading, having a picture in their head 
and then thinking of a word that might make 
sense.,.”  
List words on synonym list 
 

10 min 

Cloze activity Session 2 ( oral activity) 
Session 3 ( written cloze) 
Students complete a Cloze activity using a 
sentence from the text and inserting a word 
from our synonym list that makes sense. 
Share these. 

5 min 

Reflection Ask the students what they have learnt today. 
Students articulate how they work out meanings  
“As I read on I am going to…….” 

5 min 
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LESSON 4-5 

TASK  TIME 

Revise Review flashcards of words from last session . 
read.Play sorting game- children  
Revise what students will do to work out 
meanings “ I will……. 

5min 

Book Introduction Small guided reading book with high 
redundancy. Orientate guided reading book. 
Discuss what we know about the Topic.  
Teacher points out that this text does not offer 
as many obvious clues to help work out word 
meanings.Teacher models how you may need to 
read on further or reread to find supportive 
clues. 

5min 

Text reading Teacher models scanning a paragraph 
identifying new words .Teacher lists these 
words.Teacher models out loud “ these are the 
words I will apply the strategy to” I read on… I 
listen to what I am reading,I have a picture in 
my head and then I think of a word that might 
make sense.,.” 

5 min 

Building synonyms 
and meanings  

Students have a go at scanning a paragraph and 
identify new words. List these words . 
Students say what they will do to work out 
meanings. Students read paragraph out aloud 
applying strategy. Each student retells 
paragraph in own words using synonym for 
targeted words. 
As a group refine words to choose best 
synonyms. Discuss clues in the text that help 
predict words. Repeat for next paragraph 

15 min 

Cloze activity Session 2 ( oral activity) 
Session 3 ( written cloze) 
Students complete a Cloze activity using a 
sentence from the text and inserting a word 
from our synonym list that makes sense. 
Share these. 

10 min 

Reflection Ask the students what they have learnt today. 
Students articulate how they work out meanings  
“As I read on I am going to…….” 

5 min 
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LESSON 6&7 

TASK  TIME 

Revise Have examples of keywords discussed last week on 
flashcards. Play sorting game with cards – children 
group words that mean the same 
Revise orally what these words mean, using other 
words that mean the same 
Revise what you are going to do to help you work out 
word meanings. I am going to….. 

5 
mins 

Book Introduction Orientate small guided reading book with lower 
redundancy – discuss what we already know about 
topic. 
Teacher introduces new words that children may 
come across in book 
Teacher points out that text does not offer as many 
obvious clues to help work out word meanings. 
Teacher models how you may need to read on further 
, or re read to find supportive clues. 
 

5 
mins 

Text reading Teacher models how to scan a paragraph and identify 
new words. Jot words down. 
Teacher models ‘These are the words I’ll apply the 
strategy to….’ 
This is what I do….I read on….. I ‘listen to 
what I am reading’…I have a picture in my 
head….Then I think about what word might 
make sense…. to help me think about 
meaning 
 

5 
mins 

Building synonyms 
and meanings  

Students have a go at scanning a paragraph and 
identifying new words. 
List these words 
Students say what they will do to work out meanings. 
Students read aloud and practise applying strategy.  
Each student retells paragraph in own words, using 
synonym for targeted words 
As a group refine words to choose best synonyms. 
Discuss clues in text that helped to predict words 
Repeat for next paragraph. 
 

15 
mins 

Cloze activity Written paragraph cloze task based on retell of text. 
Students use synonyms to make meaning. Cloze task 
offers less redundancy. 

10 
mins 

Reflection What have you learnt today? 
How did you work out word meanings? 
Children articulate how they worked out word 
meanings ‘As I read on I am going to….’ 
How did we decide the best synonyms to use? 

5 min 
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LESSON 8&9 
Review the action 
Cathy 
 
 
 
 

Have examples of keywords discussed 
last week on flashcards. Play sorting 
game with cards – children group words 
that mean the same 
Revise orally what these words mean, 
using other words that mean the same 
Revise what you are going to do to help 
you work out word meanings. I am going 
to….. 

5 mins 

Book Introduction Orientate small guided reading book with 
high redundancy – discuss what we 
already know about topic. 
Teacher introduces new words that 
children may come across in book 
 

5 mins 

Text reading Teacher  read  first paragraph aloud, and 
models meaning making strategy using 
self script. 
Teacher models oral retell, substituting 
targeted word with a synonym. Ask 
students, ‘What will you do in your mind 
when you get to the targeted word?’ 
This is what I do….I read on….. I 
‘listen to what I am reading’…I 
have a picture in my head….Then I 
think about what word might make 
sense…. to help me think about 
meaning 
 

5 mins 

Building synonyms and 
meanings  

Students read next paragraph silently, 
apply learnt strategy to work out targeted 
word. 
Students take turns to retell orally, 
substituting targeted word with a 
synonym. List words on synonym sheet 
Now as a group decide which synonyms 
are the best. 
Repeat action with a few paragraphs 

15 mins 

Cloze activity Written paragraph cloze task based on 
retell of text. Students use synonyms to 
make meaning. Cloze task offers less 
redundancy. 

10 mins 

Reflection What have you learnt today? 
How did you work out word meanings? 
Children articulate how they worked out 
word meanings ‘As I read on I am going 
to….’ 
How did we decide the best synonyms to 
use? 
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LESSON 10 
Review the action 
Cathy 
 
 
 
 

Have examples of keywords discussed 
last week on flashcards. Play sorting 
game with cards – children group words 
that mean the same 
Revise orally what these words mean, 
using other words that mean the same 
Revise what you are going to do to help 
you work out word meanings. I am going 
to….. 

5 mins 

Book Introduction Orientate small guided reading book with 
high redundancy – discuss what we 
already know about topic. 
Teacher and student discuss the concepts 
that students will come across when they 
read the text 
 

10 mins 

Text reading and cloze 
activity 

Students are to read the text 
independently and silently and 
complete the cloze activity. 
They articulate the strategy they 
will use when they come to 
unknown words 
This is what I do….I read on….. I ‘listen 
to what I am reading’…I have a picture in 
my head….Then I think about what word 
might make sense…. to help me think 
about meaning 

15mins 

Reflection What have you learnt today? 
What have you learnt in the sessions that 
you will use when you read 
 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


