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Explicitly teaching analogy through onset and rime improves reading accuracy with both words 
in isolation and within text for underachieving Grade One students. 

Procedure 

The ten intervention group lessons were conducted outside the classroom in a quiet area over a period of 
three school weeks, one lesson per day and taught by the same person. The ten lessons spanned over 
three weeks as some days the students were not available due to other curriculum activities. Two students 
had the lesson together and one student alone, with each lesson lasting approximately 40 minutes.  

Each lesson format began with an introductory game or activity to develop students’ awareness of onset 
and rime within one syllable words. The activity or game focus was to develop skills in segmenting and 
blending words into onset and rime, and provide an opportunity to read new words using analogy. 
These introductory activities in the first few lessons predominantly used rimes which in pre-testing the 
students had shown the ability to read the whole word group for that rime on the Dalheim Rime Unit 
test. This provided the opportunity to introduce/teach the concept of onset and rime with words they 
knew. Following on from the introduction activity a specific rime unit was introduced. These rime units 
were also chosen from pre- testing results of students in the Dalheim Rime unit test. The rimes in 
lessons one to four were chosen to build on what students already knew and to build student 
confidence and allow them to experience success. In the pre-testing students had been correct with 1 or 
2 words within the set of words for the chosen rimes so had shown some knowledge of the rime. It was 
hoped that starting from this entry level of the known and with a 2 letter rime of one vowel and one 
consonant (VC) students could build onto their knowledge and develop awareness of the reading 
strategy of analogy before introducing new rimes that pre-testing had shown they had not been able to 
read any words within the set of the rime. Lessons 5-10 introduced students to rimes of 3 letters made 
up of one vowel and two consonants (VCC) of which they had been able to read only one or no words 
within the word set of that rime of the test.  

The rimes for lessons 1-10 were explicitly introduced with similar language used in each lesson. Each 
rime was written up on the whiteboard and the student/s discussed the corresponding sound unit to the 
rime. Student/s were shown how to segment and blend an onset with the rime using magnetic letters. 
They were then shown how the onset could be changed and a new word made using the same rime. 
Student/s were then encouraged to make their own new words with magnetic letters using the rimes.  
word list was then made and written up with words contributed by the student/s and the target rime in 
each word underlined. The word lists were then read out loud.  Student/s used the lists of words to copy 
each word onto a flashcard. These flash cards were used to practice reading the words in isolation.  
Some more difficult words with the same rimes that had not yet been identified by the student/s were 
then shown by the teacher and the student/s were asked to read the new words. The self script of ‘if I 
can read____ then I can read_______ ‘ was introduced and reinforced with the support of the teacher 
each lesson until the student/s were able to do this independently. A chosen big book or other text 
which had been selected that clearly identified a target rime for the day was then read by the student/s. 
In the case of the two students working together students alternated reading a page each. Student/s 
were asked to reflect on what they had learnt. 
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Lesson Outline 

Lesson Sequence Description Resource/s Time 
Introduction of lesson 
purpose 
Reinforcement of 
strategy 

Explicitly telling students 
purpose of lesson and what 
learning to do to help our 
reading/what we are 
learning through our 
lessons using correct 
terminology of 
onset/rime/analogy 
Game or activity to 
reinforce use of strategy 
 

Variety of games/ 
activities e.g. easy words 
to sound Bingo 
-chunks 
-smart kids CVC spelling 
game 
-flashcards 
-word lists 

5-10 mins 

Introduce focus rime /s 
 
Hands on segmenting 
and blending 
 
 

Teacher introduces focus 
rime/s writing up on the 
whiteboard.  Students 
discuss/ say rime/s. Think 
of some words they know 
with the rime and write up 
a list. 
Teacher models 
segmenting words into 
onset and rime and 
blending back using 
magnetic letters.  
(in later lessons have 
students do this to lessen 
scaffolding) 
 

White board 
Magnetic letters 
Paper 
 

5-10mins 

 Reading by analogy Using magnetic letters 
change onset to show if I 
know how to read___ I can 
read ____ 
(in later lessons have 
students do this to lessen 
scaffolding) 
 

Magnetic letters 5mins 

Writing of words 
 

Children make flashcards 
with words from list to take 
home and practise 
segmenting and blending 
and reading words. (cards 
can be cut into onset and 
rime) Students read 
through flashcards. 
 

flashcards and textas 
Word list 

5mins 
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Relating known to 
unknown/reflection on 
learning 
 

 Reinforce analogy by 
holding a card up and say 
‘if I can read (Flashcard 
word) I can read (word off 
list) repeat several times 
using different flashcards. 
 

Individual flashcards  5mins 

Reinforcement/ 
extension/assessment 
of use of strategy 

Teacher writes a different 
word or of longer length 
with the ‘rime’ and asks 
student/s what is word-
how do you know? 
Refer/reflect back to ‘if I  
Can read___ then I can 
read____ 
 

Whiteboard and white 
board markers 

5mins 

Reflection 
Reading Text –Big Book 
 

Students reflect on what 
they have learnt today/ 
what they know now that 
didn’t know before/ how 
they can transfer this new 
knowledge to the reading 
of a text. 
Teacher introduces Big 
Book of the day Students 
read text with support as 
needed. 
 

Big Book with the word/s 
containing rime of the 
day 

10 mins 
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Individual Lesson Foci 

Lesson Number Rime/s Sample Words Big book/Text Game/activity 
for Introduction 

Lesson  1 ‘it’  ‘en’ Bit, hit, sit, quit, 
spit, twit 
Hen, men, pen, 
ten, then, when 

Jen the Hen’s 
Big Book 

Smart kids CVC 
Spelling Bard 
games-Beginning 
sounds 

Lesson  2 ‘at’  ‘ag’ fat, hat, sat, mat, 
flat, brat 
Bag, rag, wag, 
brag, drag, flag 

Pat the Cat’s Big 
Book 

Smart kids CVC 
Spelling Bard 
games-Beginning 
sounds 

Lesson   3 ‘og’  ‘ob’ Bog, cog, dog, fog, 
frog, slog 
Bob, dob, mob, 
rob, slob 

Tog the Dog’s Big 
Book 

Easy words to 
sound Bingo 

Lesson  4 ‘in’  ‘ug’ Bin, win, tin, chin, 
grin, thin 
Bu, dug, mug, rug, 
slug, plug 

Zug the Bug’s Big 
Book 

Easy words to 
sound Bingo 

Lesson  5 ‘am’ ‘im’ Sam, dam, ram, 
clam, cram 
Dim, him, rim, 
slim, swim, trim 

Dr Seuss; Green 
Eggs and Ham 

Smart kids CVC 
Spelling Bard 
games-middle 
sounds 

Lesson  6 ‘ump’ ‘ill’  Bump, jump, 
lump,  grump, 
thump 
Fill, hill, will, skill, 
spill, still, thrill 

Jack and Jill (Smart 
kids Poetry poster) 

Smart kids Chunks 

Lesson  7 ‘ick’  ‘ell’ Kick, sick, brick, 
quick, stick, trick 
Fell, well, bell, tell, 
shell, smell, spell 

Pick It Pack It- 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Cards 

Smart kids Chunks 

Lesson  8 ‘ack’  ‘ast’ Back, sack, quack, 
black, snack, track 
Fast, last, mast, 
past, blast 

Quack, Quack 
(Smart kids Poetry 
poster) 

Smart kids CVC 
Spelling Bard 
games-final 
sounds 

Lesson  9 ‘ust’  ‘ing’ Just, bust, dust, 
rust,  
King, wing, spring, 
sting, swing, thing 

Buster Mc Cluster 
Big Book 

Smart kids CVC 
Spelling Bard 
games-final 
sounds 

Lesson 10 ‘ess’  ain’  Less, mess, guess, 
dress 
Pain, rain, train, 
drain, chain 

Bess the Mess- 
Reading 
Comprehension 
Cards 

Smart kids Chunks 

 


