
METEORITES  

Although people argue about whether aliens have landed on Earth, we do know that 
alien material, composed of rock or metal, has landed on our planet. Earth, with its 
atmosphere, is better protected from meteorites than the moon. However, 
occasionally, meteorites have penetrated the atmosphere and hit the surface of our 
planet.   

Usually these chunks of burning rock have splashed harmlessly into the vast ocean, 
but there is evidence in various regions of the world that they have struck the land. 
Fortunately this has always been in areas of low human population. A huge crater in 
Arizona in the USA, more than a kilometre across, is believed to have been caused 
by a meteorite fifty thousand years ago.   

In recent times, a meteorite weighing 197 kilograms landed intact on the American 
plains. Thirty-eight years later, in 1908, an enormous meteorite exploded just before 
it landed in Siberia, a sparsely populated area of Russia.  Trees for a distance of up 
to ten kilometres in every direction were flattened and the reverberation of the 
explosion was heard more than five hundred kilometres away.   
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